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" An educational agency or institu-
tion shall givefull rightsunder the
Act to either parent unless the
agency or institution has been
provided with evidencethat thereis
a court order, state Statute, or
legally binding document relating
to such matters as divorce, separa-
tion, or custody, that specifically
revokes theserights."

8§99.4 Family  Educational

Rights and Privacy Act (1974)

With these words, Federal law guar-
antees to each parent, regardless of res-
dential status, the right of accessto dl
school records of his or her children.
Some nonresidential parents don’'tknow
that they do not haveto rely on the other
parent to stay informed about their
child’s school progress. Too often,
though, nonresidential parents who are
trying to stay informed about and
involved in their children’s education
have difficulties getting their children's
records. Asaresult, their involvement
islimited. This hasunfortunate conse-
guences for many children.

A recent study of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education (National Center for
Educational Statistics) describes the
educational benefits that accrue for
children when their nonresidential
fathers are highly involved in their edu-
cation. In comparison with children
whose nonresidential fathers are not
highly involved, children with highly
involved fathers:
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> are dignificantly more likely to
receive ‘A’s in the sixth through
twelfth grades;

» aresignificantly morelikely to enjoy
school in the first through twelfth
grades;

» are significantly more likely to par-
ticipate in extracurricular activitiesin
first through fifth grades (Parents of
older students were not asked this
question.);

> aresignificantly lesslikely to repeat
a grade in first through twelfth
grades; and,

» aresignificantly lesslikely to be sus-
pended or expelled in sixth through
twelfth grade (Parents of younger
students were not asked this
guestion.).

The study found that the involvement of

nonresidential fathers had significant

benefits for children regardless of the
level of school involvement of the resi-
dential mother.

Nonresidential parents, residential
parents and school administrators mugl
be educated about theimportance of bath
parents staying involved—or becoming
involved—in their children’sschools. At
atime when our schools need dl thehelp
they can get educating our nation’s
children, it is a shame that this valuable
resource is frequently neglected and
sometime spurned by the schools
themselves.

The problems caused by nonresi-
dential fathers being discouraged from
involvement in their children’s schools
areserious. Attorneys can helpto solve
these problems by talking with both
residential and nonresidential parents

about the need for both parents to be
involved with their children’'s schools.
(PACE hereby grants permission for non-
commercial, nonprofit reproduction of this
Bulletin for attorneys and others to dis-
tribute to parents.)

When parents who are trying to be
involved in their children’s schools have
difficulties with uncooperative schools,
attorneys can help these parents get access
to school records. Parents, regardless of
their residential status, have aright under
the Federal Educational Rights and Privacy
Act to the following documents:
> report cards;

enrollment forms;

achievement tests;

progress reports;

fidd trip forms;

incident reports;

disciplinary reports;

medical records;

emergency notification cards; and,

any other officially generated reports,

including email.
PACE believes—and the U.S.
Department of Education study shows—
that nowhere is it more true than in the
context of our children’s education, that
“The ‘best parent’ isboth parents!”
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—Don Hubin, Bulletin editor

This PACE Bulletinisdistributed for educational purposes only. It does not conditutelega advice. © 2000 ParentsAnd Childrenfor Equdlity

A non-profit, tax -exempt educational organization supporting parents and children of divorce and separation
Parents and Children for Equality, Columbus Chapter, P.O. Box 16066, Columbus, OH 43216

(614)475-4292

PACEgroup.org




